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Not one of Harley's memories, as in his peaceful Herefordshire home he surveyed the critical and anxious years of his public life, can have been so agreeable as that of the hours which he passed in Arbuthnot's rooms in St. James' Palace, with the men of letters who are inseparably identified with the age of Anne, and among whom the harassed statesman for a short time could forget his political anxieties.
But neither the Brothers' nor the Scriblerus Club can be regarded as isolated groups, for Addison and Steele were the comrades of Wharton and Sunderland, as Pope, Swift, and Gay were of Harley and Bolingbroke. The club formed part of a unique society in which Harley was a conspicuous figure, and which was as remarkable for its sense of equality as for its ease and brilliancy. It retained some of the brightest characteristics of the Restoration, and it had not yet been overcome by the dulness of the Court of the four Georges. The easy sociability of the Lord Treasurer's weekly political dinners on Saturday afternoons was as agreeable as the more intimate causeries in Lady Masham's apartments, and the universal appreciation of letters broke down social barriers. When Swift was at Court, he tells Stella, one day in December (1711), as the Tories were rejoicing at Harley's unhoped-for victory over the Whigs, 44 the Duchess of Shrewsbury came running up to me,